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     Buffaloôs first car-sharing plan expects to be in  
operation in Allentown by May, offering cars for occa-
sional use without the hassles of car ownership.  
    Creighton Randall, interim executive director of  
Buffalo CarShare, said, ñWeôre pushing for a mid-May 
launch. Buffalo CarShare is affiliated with the Wellness 
Institute of Greater Buffalo and is modeled on existing 
non-profit car-share programs in Philadelphia and Ithaca. 
It expects to receive a $100,000 grant from the New York 
State Energy Research and Development Agency and the 
state Transportation Department for its first year of  
operation with the exception of purchasing vehicles. 
     Buffalo Car-Share has sublet space at 14 Allen St., 
sharing the office of the Allentown Association. The two 
organizations are not otherwise affiliated.   
    ñWeôre shopping for cars and low-interest loans,ò as 
well as donations of vehicles, seeking late-model compact 
cars with low mileage and good fuel economy, Creighton 
Randall said.  
      Buffalo CarShare has launched a drive for ñPioneer 
Members,ò with a suggested donation of $75, who would 
receive a six-month membership.  Registration for regular 
membership will begin in late March with two levels.  In-
troductory membership would cost  $5 a month and $8 per 
hour of car use  plus 20 cents per mile, and would appeal 
to persons wishing to use a car two or three times a 
month.  Frequent membership is priced at  $20 a month 
and $5 per hour for car use plus 20 cents per mile.  
      Buffalo CarShare hopes to have eight cars when it be-
gins operations, but the number will depend on how many 
members sign up. Cars will be parked at donated spaces in 
the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus, the west end of 

Allentown, and possibly other sites.  
   Members will  receive electronic key fobs which 
will allow them access to the car at the time it is  
reserved for them.  
     ñAllentown is our best potential market, with its 
dense, diverse population, walkable area, Metro  
Rail station, and a lot of people who donôt own or 
would like not to own cars,ò Creighton Randall said. 
ñWe hope to have 500 members by the end of the 
year. Ithaca CarShare started last June and has 500 
members,ò he added. 
       For further information, call 898-0850, visit 
www.buffalocarshare.org on the Web or email to 
info@buffalocarshare.org.  
       Creighton Randall, a graduate of the University at 
Buffalo School of Management and seven other 
young people organized Buffalo CarShare and are 
looking into incorporating it as separate not-for-profit  
organization.   

Allentown to get car-sharing option  
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 Spring dinner is April 21 at Hamlin House 

      Eric Arzola and Keith R. Vona have resigned from 
the Allentown Association Board of Directors. Eric Arzola, 
who served over a year on the board is returning to Ari-
zona, his home state. Matthew Ryan, Association presi-
dent, called him ña great worker who made a fantastic con-
ribution to the board.ò Keith Vona cited the press of other 
obligations in stepping down.  
      Paul Indelicato, Allentownôs ñtraveling barber,ò of  57 
Elmwood Ave., was the subject of a Buffalo Rising piece 
by writer Elena Cala Buscarino in January. 
      The mailing address for donations to the Buffalo Green 
Fund is 11 Mayfair Lane, Buffalo 14201. Mail sent to an 
address with an incorrect house number, published The 
Neighborôs winter issue, has been forwarded. 
    Anthony and Kristen Armstrong of Edward St. wel-

comed a son, Milo, into the world on New Yearôs 
Day. 
      The Allentown Association was well repre-
sented in Buffalo Spreeôs list of eligibles which in-
cluded  two board members, Matthew Ryan and 
Gina Maramag, in January. 
      Deborah Hill of Deborah R. Hill Interiors, 95 
Allen St., has decorated the guest suite for the 
Decorators Show House on LeBrun Drive in Eg-
gertsville. 
      The 19th ïcentury brick Italianate building at 16 
Allen St. which has housed several restaurants ð 
Enchanté, Allen House, Friends ð is being restored 
as a residence by new owners, James Rayburg and 
friend.    

     Mark your calendars! The Allentown Association annual 
spring dinner will be held this year on April 21 the Hamlin 
House at 432 Franklin St.   
     Some of the exciting events planned will be a great Chi-
nese Auction featuring dozens of items donated from local 
Allentown businesses and artisans, a 50/50 raffle, and a si-
lent auction with some great prizes! The evening will begin 

at 6 p.m. with drinks and socializing. Dinner will be 
served at 7 p.m. 
    The cost will be $20 per person.  Reservations 
may be made by telephoning the Allentown Asso-
ciation office at 881-1024 and leaving a message.  
More details will be sent later by mail and e-mail.  
     Sarah Gilewicz is chairperson for the dinner.  

    The Coit House, Buffaloôs oldest dwelling, has been 
rented as a single residence and may be sold to its new ten-
ant, according to Gerhardt Yaskow, co-owner of the house.  
    Evelyn Berry, a consultant for non-profit organizations, 
moved into the house at 414 Virginia St. in January and has 
furnished it with period antiques, Gerhardt Yaskow said. 
She moved to Buffalo from Connecticut a year and a half 
ago, and if the purchase goes through, she wishes to keep 
the house at its present location rather than have it moved to 
the waterfront, he added.   
     The three-story wood-frame Federal style house was  
built about 1820 by George Coit, a settler from Norwich,  

Conn., who played a leading role in developing Buf-
falo Harbor and securing it as the terminus of the 
Cerie Canal. The house was built on Pearl St. at its 
southeast corner with Swan  St. and was moved to 
414 Virginia St. in 1867 when its original neighbor-
hood had become increasingly commercial. 
    The Allentown Association bought the house in 
1999. Saving it from spiraling deterioration and re-
stored it partially, with the aim of opening it as a 
small museum. That goal proved elusive, and the 
house was sold to Gerhardt Yaskow and a co-owner 
in 2006 who undertook a major reconstruction.  

     Coit House is rented, may be sold 

       An Allentown Almanac 
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Meetings set on charter schoolôs plans for School 36 
     The Elmwood Village Charter School in Allentown 
hopes to expand into the School 36 building  at 10 Days 
Park after School 36 closes in June. 
    The Allentown Association  has scheduled two pub-
lic meetings in the Allendale Theater to enable residents 
to hear representatives of the charter school discuss 
their plans and respond to questions. The meetings will 
be at 7 p.m. March 26, a Thursday, and  March 31, a 
Tuesday. 
   Elmwood Village Charter School opened in 2005 in 
the long-vacant Telephone Building,  which was exten-
sively renovated. It now has an enrollment of 175 in 
kindergarten through sixth grade. The school has a 20-
year lease for the building. 
    The charter schoolôs board of trustees hopes to pur-
chase the School 36 property and use it for its primary 
grades, while adding seventh and eighth grades at the 
Elmwood Ave. building,which would be retained for 
the middle grades. 
     School 36  now has kindergarten, first and second 

grades in the cityôs only bilingual early childhood facil-
ity. Its program is to be transferred to  School 76 
(Herman Badillo)  at Elmwood Ave. and Tupper St.,  
where a renovation and addition are under way.  
     The Allentown Association and Days  Park residents 
had hoped to attract a developer to convert the School 36 
property to housing.  
     But that option now appears unlikely as interest 
among developers has dried up with the economic 
downturn, said Deborah Ellis, chairperson of the Asso-
ciationôs School 36 Committee. 
     The charter schoolôs  expansion plan is subject to ap-
proval in Albany by the state Board of Regents.   Buf-
falo public school officials, viewing charter schools as a 
competitor for state funding, have not been responsive to 
the charter schoolôs inquiries. But when School 36 
closes it is expected to be declared surplus property 
which the city can offer for sale.  
      

     A community mental-health center providing outpa-
tient services for mental health, alcohol and substance 
abuse and continuing day treatment is moving to 1010-
1028 Main St., near North St., in the northeast corner of 
Allentown.  
     The buildings are in the process of renovation for 
conversion and moving the existing Buffalo General 
Hospital program from 122 Goodrich St. in the Medical 
Campus.  The reuse was approved Jan. 28 by the city 
Zoning  Board of Appeals and exterior changes were 
authorized in October by the city Preservation Board. 
    The Allentown Association took no position on the 
reuse. There was sentiment in support of reuse of the 
long-vacant structures, but concern about the addition of 
an other human-service program in the community.  
      The Carl Paladinoôs Ellicott Development  proposed 
three years ago to renovate the two properties for office 
space, and received permission to demolish a one-story 

building at 1008 Main St, for parking space.  
    Jim Rhoades, an Allentown Association director who 
is renovating three buildings on North Pearl St., at-
tended the Zoning Board hearing. He expressed concern 
about parking problems and increased traffic on North 
Pearl, but was told that  issue was previously  addressed 
by the city Planning Board. The gated parking lot will  
be used only by employees, not clients,  and will have 
an entrance and egress on North Pearl St.  
     Matthew Moscati the Allentown Associationôs hous-
ing and historic preservation chairman, also attended the 
Zoning Board hearing  and said he was satisfied with 
the description of the planned operation of the mental-
health center. Jim Rhoades and Matt Moscati both said 
the notification process for nearby residents and the 
Allentown Association was inadequate, particularly the 
involvement of the Planning Board.   

Mental-health service moves to Main St. near North St.  
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   How would you describe Allentown? 
    By Matthew Ryan 
 
   There is a certain vibe in our neighborhood. It is difficult 
to describe, but it engulfs you as you live, work and play 
here.  It is in the architecture that frames the street line, the 
echo that reverbs from the action all around, the familiar 
smiles from others on the street.  This is city life and our 
neighborhood provides a unique version of it.  
      Recently I found myself trying to briefly describe 
Allentown to a couple moving to Buffalo from Texas.  
Maybe it is my passion for the neighborhood or lack of  
literary skill but I found myself rambling. First I wanted to 
share the stable property-value aspect, bragging about some 
of the regionôs most beautiful, unique homes, from North 
Pearl to Days Park.  Being in an historic preservation dis-
trict certainly has its benefits.  Then I went on to list our 
stock of top restaurants such as Motherôs and La Tee Da.  
Of course I had to describe the artsy aspect of the area  
listing our fantastic galleries, antique shops, Theatre of 
Youth and live music scene.  They needed to know about 
gyms, coffee shops, patios, gardens, parks and the great 
people.  Yes, I told them, it is safe to live in the city, in this 
neighborhood.   
     This conversation got me thinking.  What is Allentown?  
Is it possible to sum that up in a line or two?  Is it possible 
to reference a common thread that ties it all together?     

     Over those years I recall different versions from 
the people around me.  My parents both reveled in 
their glory days at Brick Bar.  A former coworker 
anxiously talked about getting to Nietzsche's to see 
some band.  My first visit to Allentown was with my 
sister, to attend ñSecrets of Allentownò 
(disappointed that she had mistaken it for a haunted 
house tour).  In college I had a crush on an edgy, al-
ternative girl who introduced me to ñthe Pinkò one 
very late night.  Living here the past seven years Iôve 
seen another side of that passion from my neighbors 
living here.  They value the good people, fellow resi-
dents.  Access to everything within a short stroll or 
quick ride.  Business owners talk about reasonable 
rents, good customer base and a stable community.   
     As you read this I hope it conjures up feelings of 
what Allentown is to you.  Please take a minute to e-
mail me at matthew.ryan@allentown.org to share 
your thoughts.  Can you describe all Allentown is in 
a line or two?  Does the Association logo (the big A) 
bring those thoughts to mind?  The Allentown Asso-
ciation wants your feedback as we make it our  
mission to promote this wonderful neighborhood. 
Matthew Ryan is president of the Allentown  
Association.                 

     The columned Wilcox Mansion is 
joined by an addition whose exterior emu-
lates that of the original carriage house, 
long demolished, to the left of the man-
sion. The two structures are joined by a 
connecting enclosure  in smoked glass.  
The additionôs fa­ade replicates that of the 
original carriage house. 

Theodore Roosevelt site  
     ready to reopen  ð  
  story on opposite page 
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Roosevelt Site ready to reopen this spring 
       With extensive renovations and the construction of a 
new addition nearly completed, the Theodore Roosevelt 
Inaugural National Historic Site will reopen this spring, 
introducing a new guided-tour experience.  
       It will include a multi-dimensional series of interac-
tive approaches that will invite visitors, young and old 
alike, to experience the site of Rooseveltôs inauguration 
as a dynamic tour through time.      
       On Sept. 14, 1901, Buffalo stepped into the national 
spotlight as Theodore Roosevelt took the oath of office 
as the nationôs 26th president following the assassination 
of President William McKinley. In a simple ceremony in 
the library of the Ansley Wilcox mansion, Roosevelt be-
gan a journey that would forever alter the course of the 
United States and the office of the presidency itself.  
Seventy years later, on Sept. 14, 1971, the Greek Revival 
mansion at 625 Delaware Ave. in Allentown was opened 
to the public as a museum and a National Historic Site. 
The Allentown Association played a significant role in 
preserving the building.  
        Today, the site is at an exciting juncture, essentially 
reinventing itself and becoming a museum for the 21st 
century and new volunteer tour guides are being re-
cruited.   
       While a guided tour will remain the core of the first 
floor experience, interactive exhibits, audio, lighting 
techniques, and a ñstorytellingò approach will transport 
visitors back to the drama of September, 1901.  
       The orientation room will welcome visitors to the 
sights and sounds of the Pan-American Exposition, of-
fering an opportunity to explore the excitement and trag-
edy of the fair through original Edison films, artifacts, 
music and video.  
       In the historic rooms, visitors will follow Roose-
veltôs arrival in Buffalo and the challenges and issues he 
faced while residing in the Wilcox home for seven days.  
The Wilcox library will bring the inauguration to life 
through thoughtful interpretation by experienced docents 
and a moving audio reenactment of the inauguration. 
Visitors will also experience an all-new exhibit room 
which will come alive with the faces, voices, sounds and 
images of five major issues facing the country in 1901: 
ñUrban Poverty & Immigration, Conservation, Big Busi-
ness, U.S. & the World, and Race.ò   

         On the second floor, visitors will be on their 
own to self-tour through interactive exhibits exploring 
the impact of Rooseveltôs presidency on the nation 
and the world of his time, as well as its continuing 
relevance to our lives today.  One exhibit, a recreation 
of Rooseveltôs West Wing office in the White House, 
will invite visitors to explore issues and actions of his 
presidency through an interactive globe, touch a 
screen ñportrait,ò and an opportunity to sit at the 
Presidentôs desk and decide whether to pass or veto 
bills that Roosevelt himself considered. An Explora-
tion Room, comfortably furnished with period fur-
nishings, is devoted to discovery, reflection and fur-
ther interaction regarding Rooseveltôs amazing life 
and times.  Visitors will be invited to further delve 
into their favorite Roosevelt topics at an interactive 
kiosk or browse through an astounding number of 
books authored by Roosevelt. A special childrenôs 
corner will encourage  younger ones to explore on 
their own, too.      
     The site has been closed since Dec. 30, 2007 for 
the $2.5 million reconstruction, financed by federal, 
state and private funds. A new two-story structure has 
been built on the foundation of the long-demolished 
carriage house just northeast of the mansion, to which 
it is linked.  Its design follows that of the original car-
riage house and contains  an admission area, gift 
shop, rest rooms and an expanded educational pro-
gram. 
      The site offers handicapped access, ample free 
parking and special group rates. For further informa-
tion on guided tours, related programs and group 
meal options, visit the website, www.nps.gov/thri or 
call (716) 884-0095. 
     In preparation for its reopening, the site will hold 
an orientation for new tour guides. Volunteers will 
receive a multi-session training in historical content 
and presentation skills to prepare them for conducting 
tours of the Site, including restored rooms and newly-
designed exhibits.  The first session will be held on 
March 3, 2009, at 5 p.m. at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1080 Main St.  Call  884-0095 for informa-
tion or to register. 
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Art galleries discuss cooperative venture 
    Allentown art-gallery owners are discussing a possible 
joint promotion on one Friday evening a month ,which 
may include restaurants and retails shops. 
    Tentatively titled Allentown First Friday, the event 
would include openings of new exhibitions on the same 
evening, and possible shuttle bus connections to parking 
lots in the Medical Campus and the Symphony Circle 
areas.  
      The promotion was discussed at the Allentown Asso-
ciationôs business mixer Feb. 9 in the Sample restaurant. 
About 30 persons attended. 
     ñIt would make the existing scene more visible. Al-

lentown has an incredible potential,ò said  Elizabeth 
Samuels, owner of Indigo gallery which opened in 
October. ñThe more we work together,ò  the better, 
said Ed Castine of Sample. 
     The Association now has about 55 businesses and 
180 residents as paid members, Sarah Gilewicz, head 
of the Membership Committee, reported. The com-
mittee is working on issuing membership cards for 
possible discounts at member businesses, she said.  

   Allentown has nine antique shops 
 Business News 

   Allentown has long been known for its dealers in an-
tiques and it still has the best selection, in quantity and 
quality, in Buffalo.  
     Allentownôs  nine antique shops enable shoppers and 
browsers to relive some of Buffaloôs heyday,  perusing 
treasures from yesteryear and discovering forgotten heir-
looms.  
     In Allentown one can park his car and easily wander 
through the 19th-century streets ð itôs been compared to 
an outdoor museum ð have lunch in one of the many  
cafés, and meet friendly shop owners, always willing to 
spin a yarn.  
     Antiques need not be expensive; there are finds in all 
price ranges. These well-crafted heirlooms have lasted a 
lifetime, sometimes two or three, and will continue to de-
light for generations to come. 

     All types of wares are available, from country 
primitives, to art deco, to mid-century modern. Most 
shops are open Tuesday through Saturday After-
noons and by appointment, and are always buying. 
     Here are the shop addresses and phone numbers: 
Antique Man, 234 Allen, 883-2121. 
Antiques Allentown, 146 Elmwood, 882-9535. 
Assets, 140 Elmwood, 882-2415. 
Carl Sloan Antiques, 65 Elmwood, 884-0211. 
Dana Tillou Fine Arts, 417 Franklin, 854-5285. 
Haroldôs Curiosity Shop, 87 Allen, 548-3044. 
Larryôs Antiques, 181 Elmwood, 883-6255 
Patriciaôs, 45 Allen. 
The Source, 119 Elmwood, 881-0300. 

    Bettyôs restaurant at Virginia and Cottage Sts. is 
enlarging its interior space and altering its exterior.  
   Plans for a new covered portico to highlight a new en-
trance on Virginia St. and a wheelchair access ramp were 
approved Feb. 5 by the city Preservation Board. The 
roofed portico will fit into the historic fabric of the build-
ing, and will provide a more prominent entrance, said 
Carroll Simons, co-owner with Doty Hall of the restau-
rant. The existing door will be filled in to match the pre-

  Bettyôs restaurant to be enlarged 
sent storefront.  
    Inside, a small bar with nine seats will be added 
in the entrance area, and a multiuse room will pro-
vide for overflow seating or space for private meet-
ings, parties or programs,  with a capacity of 15 to 
20 persons. The kitchen will also be enlarged.  
    The construction is expected to begin in early  
March.  
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Fire destroys Hudson St. house, owner gets  help 
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     A 19th-century house at 331 Hudson St.  was de-
molished after a Christmas morning fire inflicted heavy 
damage.  
   No one was injured but the owner and his downstairs 
tenants lost their homes and belongings.  
      Jeff Venning, 37, owner of the house and resident 
of the second-floor apartment, was the beneficiary of 
two fundraisers in January at Allen St. bars, Staples and 
the Pink Flamingo. He was laid off from his production 
job at Curtis Screw Co. shortly after the fire.  
      The city ordered demolition of the house after in-

spectors determined it was beyond  restoring. Jeff Ven-
ning said he expects the demolition and mortgage costs 
to take the whole insurance settlement, which has not 
yet been reached.  
     The cause of the fire was electrical and it shot up 
the chimney, destroying the roof, he said.   
     He bought the  two-story, plank-board house five 
years ago for $43,000 and had invested several thou-
sand dollars in a new roof and other improvements. It 
was assessed at $46,000.     
    

      The Allentown Association has formed a new com-
mittee to study Allen St. and identify opportunities to 
make improvements. 
      The committee, headed by board member Adam 
Sokol, will be looking at the street from every angle: 
cleanliness, physical condition, safety, quality of life 
and visual appeal, to name a few. It is  especially inter-
ested in obtaining feedback from the membership, lo-

   Improvements for Allen St. to be studied 
cal businesses, and the community at large. What are 
some changes you would like to see? What are the 
best qualities of the street? What problems do you 
think require attention? What could we do to make 
the street work better and look better for residents and 
businesses? What ideas have you seen elsewhere that 
might work here? 
       Please send comments to asokol@allentown.org  
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Funding deferred for Wadsworth, North improvements 
      The cityôs planned reconstruction of the intersection 
of North and Franklin Sts. and Linwood Ave. is on hold 
until funds become available. 
       Public Works Commissioner Steven J.  Stepniak said 
he hopes the $400,000 needed for the construction, as 
well as funds for improvements on Wadsworth St., will 
become available in the economic stimulus program 
which Congress is considering.  
        In 2007 the city prepared designs for the North-
Franklin-Linwood rebuilding to improve pedestrian 
safety.  
     ñWe are short about $400,000 for the construction. 
We asked for the money needed for completion to be in-
cluded in the capital bond sale and it did not make the 

cut. We continue to ask for funding, most recently as 
part of the potential stimulus package,ò said  Eric 
Schmarder, deputy city engineer. 
   The design calls for reducing the size of the intersec-
tion so that north bound traffic from Franklin St. would 
have to turn right on North St., then left, to enter Lin-
wood Ave. 
    Commissioner Stepniak said he hopes economic 
stimulus funds will also be available for Wadsworth 
St. improvements. The Allentown Association has 
sought curb and sidewalk repairs, designated cross-
walks, historic signage and lighting and possibly re-
paving on Wadsworth.  

     You can qualify for a landscaping grant to screen or 
hide a gas meter in the front of your property in Allen-
town or any historic preservation district in Buffalo.  
      Call the Allentown Association at 881-1024 and  
Andrew Eisenhardt, executive director, will help you 
apply. The grants are up to $200 for a single-family 
house, or $400 for a residence of two-three or four units 
with multiple gas meters. Also, a matching grant is 
available for income-producing properties not owner-
occupied, with an allocation of $50 per meter and a 
$500 maximum. The grants are administered by the 
Allentown Association and financed by a $25,000  
contribution from the National Fuel Gas Co.  
Foundation. 
      Since the grant program started, several grants have 
been awarded and recipients have been creative, using 

the grants for a metal trellis, plants, shrubs and a 
miniature tree to hide ugly gas meters. The grants are 
available to screen meters between the façade and the 
curb.     
     The Allentown Association website, 
www.allentown.org, has technical guidelines for the 
grants. Application forms may be downloaded from 
the website or obtained by contacting the Associa-
tion.  
     Urban Roots Garden Center, 428 Rhode Island 
St., 362-8982, will help applicants choose  
appropriate plants and install them at a flat rate to be 
included in the application. 
     Or, applicants may apply for a do-it-yourself re-
imbursable grant and do the work, then submit re-
ceipts and a photograph of the completed project.  

Grants available to hide ugly gas meters 

        Allentowners contributed  390 pounds of food and 
more than $400 in cash to the Food Bank of Western New 
York for the holiday season.   
      ñYour generosity has helped many families in need 
during these troubling times.,ò said  LaVerne Peakes, who 
chaired the campaign on behalf of the Allentown Associa-

tion.  She expressed special thanks to the Towne Res-
taurant, Quaker Bonnet, Sweet Tooth, Elmwood Vil-
lage Charter School and the Theatre of Youth.  For 
more information on starting a food drive on behalf 
of the Food Bank call ( 716) 852-1305.  

Food Bank drive in Allentown chalks up a big success 
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Sugar City opens on Wadsworth with the new and offbeat 

     Thereôs a new space in Allentown for edgy art, music, 
poetry, film and entertainment, thanks to a group of 
young people, most of them recent University at Buffalo 
graduates including some Allentown residents. 
      Itôs called Sugar City and itôs at 19 Wadsworth St., a 
few doors from Allen St. No alcoholic beverages are for 
sale, or permitted, and thereôs no smoking. Admission is 
free; donations accepted.  
      Sugar City opened Jan. 9. Randall Taylor, a Park St. 
resident, sang at the opening.  Among those attending 
were city inspectors, saying permits were needed. 
      ñWe had checked the codes ands we found that a 
space of less than 2,000 square feet doesnôt require an as-
sembly permit, since we donôt charge admission,ò said 
Morgan Fallon, one of Sugar Cityôs organizers and a Park 
St. resident.       
      ñThe show continued, but police showed up checking 
out a noise complaint while the band Failureôs Union was 
playing. We ended their set and the next act was quieter,ò 
he said. ñSince then, at other shows, weôve taken steps to 
damp the noise with insulation, drapes, acoustic tiles and 
rugs. We try to wrap up by 10 p.m.ò 
       Neighbors were invited to a potluck supper Feb. 12 at 
Sugar City to develop a dialog.   

      Sugar City has a front space for artwork ð draw-
ings, paintings and photography. The rear area is the 
site of musical performances, readings and discus-
sions. The logo, designed by Sean Kader, has a childôs 
head and crossbones.  Events are publicized by flyers, 
e-mails, a Facebook page and ArtVoice listings.  
    It all began in 2006 when Aimee Buyea and Kathy 
Doran put on a variety show called Not the Usual Sus-
pects in a University Heights attic, Morgan Fallon re-
called.  After an internship at the Massachusetts Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art, Aimee Buyea returned to 
Buffalo and decided to launch performances in her 
own space, with the theme ñdo it yourself artò with 
connections to grass-roots organizations, he said. 
About a year ago, the group began planning events and 
shows in whatever space they could find, getting help 
from many former UB students. 
    The core organizers include Dan Carosa, Jen and 
Joe Borchynski and Tom Van Deusen 
     Donations, sale of t-shirts, cup cakes, coffee and tea 
and occasional fund-raisers help pay the bills. There 
will be a benefit March 7 at 19 p.m. at Soundlab, 110 
Pearl St. 

     A problem with city services? Thereôs an easier way to 
contact city hall about  problems, and the Allentown Asso-
ciation recommends that you try it.  
          Instead of spending you lunch hour on the phone try-
ing to find the right City Hall department, use the cityôs 
311 Call and Resolution Center for concerns about animals 
(reporting a dog nuisance or a rodent problem); to request 
trimming , planting  or removing a tree; to report graffiti, a 
housing violation, a sidewalk not cleared of snow or ice, a 
parking violation, a non-emergency  police issue, a missed 
pickup of garbage, recycling or bulk trash, a dark street 
light, a pothole, a problem with a traffic sign, to request 
street plowing or report a broken sidewalk, a sewer or wa-

ter problem.  
         Call (716) 851-4890 between 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday or leave a voice 
message. Or, email 311@city-Bufalo.com; or go 
online at www.city-buffalo.com/311 and register 
your complaint, concern or question. A report or re-
quest can be sent anonymously. You will be given a 
reference number and can check back on the status 
of your report or complaint.  
        Let the Allentown Association know whether 
you were satisfied with the handling of your request 
or complaint.  

Try the City Hall Call Center to solve a problem 
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  Calendar of Events  
     Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theater of Youth presents  ñHonus and Me,ò time travel to the 1909 World Series with Honus 
Wagner, for ages 8 and up, March 13, 7 p.m., March 14, 15, 21, 22, 28, 29, April 4, 5, 2 p.m. ñGo. Dog. Go,ò adventures of mischie-
vous dogs, from the childrenôs book by P.D. Eastman,  for ages 4 and up, May 1, 7 p.m., May 2, 3, 9, 16, 17, 30 and 31, 2 p.m., .  For 
information and tickets, call 884-4400.   
     Allentown Association,  14 Allen St., Board of Directors meets March 10, April 21 and May 12, 7 p.m.. Public information 
meetings on plans of Elmwood  Village Charter School to expand to School 36 property, Allendale Theater, March 26 and 31, 7 p.m.   
Annual spring dinner, April 21, 7 p.m., preceded by social hour, Hamlin House, 432 Franklin St.  For information call 881-1024 or 
email allentown@bfn.org.  
     Art Dialogue Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Friday,  11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Annual membersô ex-
hibition, traditional works, juried by Chris Kelly of the Karpeles Museum, March 20 to April 24. Book signing by Joan Fitzgerald, 
April 4, 11 a.m. Lecture on picture framing by Donald J. Siuta, April 18, 11 a.m. Annual membersô exhibition, modern art, May 1 to 
June 5. Lecture and demonstration by Lorna Berlin on correcting mistakes in water colors, May 2, 11a.m. Workshop led by Joyce 
Hill on collages, May 16, 11 a.m. For information call 885-2251.    
     Bettyôs  restaurant, 370 Virginia St. at Cottage St., annual exhibition of art by Bettyôs staff, March 9 to May 10. Buffalo Society 
of Artists juried exhibition, May 11 to July 12. 
      Buffalo Big Print Gallery, 78 Allen St., Photography by Dale Schwalenberg, through March 31. ñBuffaloscape,ò photography 
by Don Nieman (tentative). Watercolors by Patrick Willett, May 1 to June 15.  
     College Street Gallery,  244 Allen St., Wednesday, 6 to 8 p.m., Thursday, 5 to 8 p.m.;  Friday, 4 to 8 p.m. For information call, 
882-9727. Co-op Photography, painting, sculpture and mixed media from local and regional artists with a new exhibit opening on 
March 6, April 3, May 1, reception, 8-10 p.m. For information call 882-9727.  
      El Museo, 91 Allen St., Thursday through Saturday,  noon to 5, and by appointment. For information call 884-9693.  
      First Presbyterian Church, Symphony Circle, St. Louis Catholic Church, Main and Edward Sts., and St. Paulôs Episcopal 
Cathedral, Church and Franklin Sts., free guided tours of the three churches March 14, April 11, May 9, beginning at St. Paulôs at 
10 a.m., transportation not provided.    
     Homeownership Center of  Buffalo,  560 Delaware Ave., suite 101. Free orientation for prospective home buyers, March 10, 
16, April 7, 13, 27, May 5, 11, 27, 6 to 7 p.m.  Home-buyer education classes (fees charged), March 7, April 4, May 2,  free home-
ownersô seminars, March 19, April 16, May 14, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  For more information, www.homefrontbflo.org or call 856-2952. 
     Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Friday, noon to 5, Saturday, noon to 3. ñSynergy,ò works in various media by Monica 
Angle, Kathleen Sherin and Deborah Stewart, through March 15. Works in clay, fiber and metal by Buffalo State College design 
faculty, March 27 to April 26. Fibers by Nancy Belfer, May 1 to June 7. For information call 984-9572.  
     Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St.  Tuesdays through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Florence Nightengale,  
Medieval Keys, through April 30, Milestones in Medicine, May 1 through August.  For information call 886-3656. 
     Kleinhans Community Association, monthly meetings, March 21, 6 p.m., April 15, 10:15 a.m., May 16, 6 p.m., Heart of the 
City Neighborhoods, 42 Plymouth Ave.  
     Kleinhans Music Hall , Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, classical series: Mendelssohn's ñReformation,ò also Branco and Rozsa, 
March 21, 8 p.m., March 22, 2:30 p.m.;  Liszt Piano Concerto and Dvor¨k, April 4, 8 p.m., April 5, 2:30 p.m.; Wagnerôs Ring, April 
17, 10:30 a.m., April 8, 8 p.m. April 19, 2:30 p.m.; Buffalo Philharmonic  Chorus, April 26, 2:30 p.m.; Brahms Piano Concerto, May 
2,  8 p.m., May 3, 2:30 p.m.; Brahms Double Concerto, May 8, 10:30 a.m., May 9, 8 p.m.; A Heroôs Life, Beethoven and Strauss,   
May 30, 8 p.m., May 31, 2:30 p.m. Pops series: The Music of Harold Arlen, March 28, 8 p.m.; The Smothers Brothers, April 25, 8  
p.m.; Big Band Tribute to Artie Shaw, May 23, 8 p.m. Special events: Till Eulenspiegelôs Merry Pranks, March 15, 2:30 p.m.; Tubby  
the Tuba Meets Beauty and the Beast, March 29, 2:30 p.m.; Lemony Snicket: The Composer is Dead, May 10, 2:30 p.m. For tickets 
and information, call  885-5000. 
     Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North St. Tuesday through Friday, 10 to 5; Saturday, by appointment. 
ñAlternative Abstractions,ò works of five young abstract painters, March 14 to April 21. For information call 882-5777.  
    Quaker Bonnet Eatery, 175 Allen St., collages by Brian Mesline, March; plein air paintings by Paulette Jurac and Eileen McNa-
mara, April; plein air paintings by Kath Scifano, May.       
     Rust Belt Books, 202 Allen St. Exhibition of artwork by Nancy Gabriel, March 1 to 31. Starcherown Books benefit reading, 
March 6, 7 to 10 p.m. Just Buffalo Literary Center presents ñBlue Notes,ò music and poetry, March 7, 8 to 10 p.m.  Small Press Po-
etry Series reading, April 16, 7 p.m. UB Poetics reading, April 18, 8 p.m. For information call  885-9535.   
     Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site (Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. Closed for renovation and expansion, reopening in 
the spring, to be announced.  Orientation for new tour guides, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 1080 Main St., March 3, 5 p.m.  For 
information call 884-0095.  
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Studio Heart

a contemporary art & jewelry gallery
65 Allen Street (next to Cafe 59)

 536-8337
 Open 10:30 to 2:00,
 Tuesday-Saturday,
 and by appointment

 www.studiohart.com

 HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB
538 Delaware Avenue • Bu� alo

716.884.8100 • www.allentownathletix.com
Cardio Room • Circuit Training • Free Weights • Racquetball & 

Squash Courts • Personal Training • Saunas & Jacuzzi
All classes FREE with Membership…

Pilates • Yoga • Awesome Abs • Belly Dance • Ju Jitsu
Racquet Sports Clinic

Open every day of the year
No wait for equipment

 Hamlin House
 432 Franklin Street
 885-8084
Open for Lunch Mon-Thurs 11:00-3:00

Friday Fish Fry 11:00-9:00
Sunday Breakfast 9:00-1:00

Banquets, Any Occasion
Accommodates 225

www.Hamlinhouserestaurant.com

The Decker Agency, Inc.
 Insurance
 Your Neighborhood
 Insurance Agency

37 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo
883-1455

JO ANN DECKER
CPCU, CIC, AAI, CPIW, DAE

All Forms of Insurance

 186 ALLEN

 STREET

 BUFFALO

 884-5128
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more, it delivers a very positive impression about your business.

We create, produce, and print the ad, all within your specific advertising budget. Since 1972, Liturgical 
Publications has been at the forefront of communications advertising, currently serving 80,000 
businesses on over 2,500 publications. These publications are read by more than 6 million people 
weekly. We want to make your experience with us both simple and effective. Which is why we’ll not 
only create your ad, we’ll also change it up to four times a year, absolutely free. It’s one more way we 
exceed your advertising expectations.

SPREAD THE GOOD WORD ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS.

For more information on this powerful method of advertising, call:

 Richard Passow, ext. 233 at LPi today.
 1-800-477-4574 or 216-325-6825 
 4560 East 71st Street
 Cuyahoga Heights, OH 44105
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 Home Cookin’
 and More…
 BREAKFAST
 LUNCH • DINNER
 SUNDAY BRUNCH

370 Virginia St. • 362-0633
1 Block o�  Elmwood in Allentown

Matthew E. Ryan
Senior Financial Advisor

Global Wealth Management
Key Tower

50 Fountain Plaza, Suite 1100,
Buffalo, New York
716-849-2018

matthew_ryan@ml.com

Everything About Us is Fresh!
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     April 1 is the deadline for vendorsô applications 
for the 10th annual Allen West Festival June 13 and 
14 and volunteers are needed, says Gretchan Grobe, 
chairperson for the event.  
   ñWe need volunteers and new ideas, not only for 
the two-day event, but for planning and preparation,ò 
she said. ñThey donôt all involve heavy lifting.ò 
Business sponsorships are available at four different 
levels. Call or e-mail the Allentown Association at 

(716) 881-1024, allentown@bfn.org.  
     Elmwood Village Charter School is again cooperat-
ing in arranging a childrenôs area in the parking lot at 
Allen and College Sts, which proved a big success last 
year. Melissa Dayton is co-chairperson for the event, 
held in conjunction with the Allentown Village Soci-
etyôs 52nd Allentown Art Festival, east of Elmwood 
Ave. Allen West, the Allentown Associationôs biggest 
fundraiser, is held on Allen St. west of Elmwood.  

Allen West deadline is April 1, a call for help 


