ATLIEN ¢ AND P{ﬁSUNT

i

1%:%’ = TG

Pr (_\r

Today a walk along Allen Street
catcehes one up in a kaleldoscope of
sights and sounds, the charm of a
f'ew really interesting shops tastew
{ully done, the nettlesome view of
run down apsrtment houses, empty
store fronts contrasted with the
Cprace ol a few still lovely town
zougses., It is an interesting street,
full of the contrasts of rich and
poor, beautiful and ugly, that arse
well known to the uvrban dweller and
ereferrod by him to the pasteurized
pleasantness of the suburban scene.
A little more than a hundred years
ago 1t was cuite different. Allen

Street then was a country lane
along whilch cows were herded from

a farm - on the east end of the atreet
area to Main 3treet. The farm be-
longed To the Hon. Lewls . Allen
for whom the strect wias named while
still a young man in his thirties.

Lewls Allen came to Buffalo
from Massachusetts in the early-
1820tg. He became involved in the
real estate business, was a member
of the Holland Land Company and at
one time owned nearly all the pro-
perty on Grand Island wheve he ex-
rerimented with raising the short
horn cattle, being an achknowledged
oxpert In.the leld and an author
of a standard work on the care and
feeding of this particular dbreed,

Buffalo was fortunate in that
so many of her early citizens were,
like ILewls Allen, men of talent and
ambition who wereé ambitious not
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only for themselves but for
their city and who transe
lated that interest into
apecific action for the
betterment of the area. He
served on the cityts first
board of health and was one
of the founders of Forest
lawn Cemetery and the Buffalo
Historical Societya.

. He married Margaret
Gleveland, aunt of Grover
Cleveland, who as a boy was
a freouent visitor in the
Allen home, the lovely Peter
Porter mansion on Nlagara
Street. Cleveland received
from his aunt and uncle both
financial agsistance and en-
couragement in his plans to
bacome a lawyer,  Granddaughters
of Allen interviewed in 1938 -
by. Ho Katherine Smith for the
Courler Express and by Ellen
Taussig in the Buifalo Hvening
Mewsd in 1962 recall snatches of
remembered events and stories
from their childhood of the
exeiting life at the Niagara
Street house, host to many
famous people of those times,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Genersl
winfield Scott, Danlel vebster,
Henry Clay and even Chief Red
Jacket and his braves who added
a startling touch to the hearthm
side upon occasion.

When Allen Street was named,
its benefactor planted elma and

maples along its length in pre-
paration for a new réle as a:
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 residential site, but at that

ime 1t was considered too far
ptown for convenient living.
However in the late 80%'s and
90ty it became a fashionable
street, home to. such famous

. Buffalo names as Trederick L.

Danforth, Sidney Shepard,
Dennison Sawyer, William Pea-
body end ‘Jacob Schoellkopf,

When Ellen Taussig inter-
viewed Misg May Cleveland Allen
in her home on College Street in
1962, surverying her many years
of interest in the Buffalo scene
Miss Allen said "Buffalo has not
progressed, It haa gone back-
ward. It neods men who really
love 1t. The men who built the
city really felt about it.sa
made 1% go." ‘

. One wonders if this rather
grim comment really is irreversible.
Active associations of interested .
people are at work trying to’ upgrade
the area to whiceh Allen Streeil lends
its name and this spring along its
length a row of cherry btrees will
again blossom. Hopefully they were.
harbingers of more than just a
Beag(}ne :
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license holders in the area
of the Allentown Commmity,
which extends from Main 5t.
to Wadsworth Street plus Days

. Park and from Edward Street to
- Norith Street. Added to that,
~there are )} liguor atores and
3 stores that sell beer, The

tquor license holders range

 from. restaursntys, and hotels

to the influx of new bars on
Allen Strest,

~ The area of major concern
0. the Allsntown Community is
the bars, and even more. speci-
fically the new bars that have
appeared within the last two
yoars in the arsa of Allen St.
The questions that arise from
the intrusion of these new bars
are: what are they doing to our
communi by, what can we do to
sorrect the unpleasant side
effects and how can we prevent
even more bars [rom opening
their doors on the already over

C Flowing Allen Streeb?

Since the Issurance of liquor
Iicenses and opening of the
doors of these new bars there
has been a4 considerable in-
¢rease of traffic as well as
street noise, motorcycles
particularily, In the area,
eapecially at the late hours in
the evening. -There have also
been many complaints from the
neighbors of adjacent re-
sidential streets that garbage
that has accunulated behind the
bulldings, has attracted rats,
let alone the fact: that the mess.
Is umsightly.

Added to the abova problems.
is the ongoing parking problem
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in the area. There has been no
concern by the State ILiquor
Authority that the vatrons of
these taverns have to park some~
where. Consequently, the motor=
cycles are on the &ldswalks and
the regidential streets are
Jambed on both sides (parking
illegally on one gide) with cars,
leaving no space for the residents.
Not only are the residents often
awakened at late hours by the
scereeching of tires, but also Ly
the added sbuse of foul language.
The Board of the Allentown
Agsociation has set un a special.
committee to deal with this pro-

blem. The commitiee along with
memberm of the board have met
withs talked to and written the

state L1guor AwvylLuslvy,. the frie
County Herlth Department. Tl
Buildings Department of the CGity
of Buffalo and Councilman wWilliam
B. Hoyt. We have been directed
by Mr. David M. Coffey, Depuby
Commissioner of the State Liguor
Authority to collect actual times
and dates of ineldents, record
them and forward them to him. _
This was done in the case of 223
Allen Street, the Allentown Bar,
Lo prevent its openinggAbut to noe.
avail, In another case, the Fiﬁﬁn
Silver Bar at 180 Allen Street,
letter was written to Mr. Ccftey,
followed by a méeting wlth nembers
of the committee; Gaptain Lyman and
founcilman Hoyt, but we were too
late anhd the doors opened., It was
intereating to note on the lagt case
that Hi-Ho 31lvér did not even have
a wae permit from the City of Buffalo
to open. "We talksd to the State
Llguor Authority about this, but it
wag of no concern to them,

3ince we have found the above
route unsuccessful and the State:
Liquor Authority obviously une '
gensitive to the comslitituenoy they
serve, we recommend the following
course of action: Pirat, to rvectifly
existing bad effects from bars ale:
ready in use; second, to try to pre-
vent new bars from moving in. "Pirst:
11 there is a health problem from the
accumulatlion of: pgarbage, etce, notﬁfy
the Erie founty Health Departuwent =~
and “gomeone on the Board of the Allen-
town Associatione If there is a pro-

_ BLAUTTPTGATTON PLAN

blem from noise, notify the
Police Department and apgain
a member of the Board as to
gspecific date, itime.occurrence
of incident. Councilman Hoyt'
has expressed his concern and
willingnsss to asgsist asnyway.
he can, so if the problem per-
gists, he should be notified,
second; 1f you happen to _
heay of the possibility of a new
bar coming into the area, notify
a member of the Board, im-
mediately, next Councilman Hoyt
and lastly, write a letter to
e Bert sarafan, New York State
I4quor Authority, 2 World Trade
Center, New Vork, New York 100L7.
Hopefully, with some fast and
cocrdinated action the Allentown
Community, a8 d IThOJO, will be
able to prevent the continuation:
of our present perdicament .
Thig effort will be & success
1f the whole communitv works -
togethorg o
' Fredaric Ke Houston
¢ Pregident

08 ALLEN-
TOWN

Baautification plans during
the month of May, include the
planting of Barberry bushes in
all of the cement planters in
the Day's Park Mall. Hoperully,
thege thorny bushes planted
around the trees, will deter the
vandalizing of the tree trunks
and also soften the hapsh effect
of s0 much cement.  The cewment
will also receive & neutral
coloy of paint, - .

A cost-Tree improvement
of the facades of two adjiscent
buildings will be oflered to
the cwners as part of the same
bedutification project. ' _

: As a gesture of appreciatiocn
to HNorth Pearl residents for
thetr notably sucecessful ime-
provement of their properties
the. A}Tentﬂwn board has voted

the necessary money to purchase

flowering plants, to be planted
and erncirvcled with wire fencing
on-‘each &§lde of the street,

The development and éx-
ecution of this plan will be
carried out by howme owners
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under the North Psurl block leader,
Mr'g. David Kerr,

ALLENPOWN WORLD CRETER

Visitors to the 197h Allentown
Art Show 11l have an additional
treat waiting for them this June -

- formal Grand Opening of the ALLENTOWN
WORLD CENTUYR, - _

What lies beyond thoas doors
promises to be exciting., Aside from
the expected art gallery, there will
be several boutigues, craft shops,

“beauty salon, gourmet restaurant,
potted plant place and 3ce cream
emporium. All will be in keeping
with the artistic aura of Allentown,
while offering the convenience of a
mall, There Is even the promise of.
adequate parking (althoupgh all bets
are off during the June Art Show).

It meang you!ll be sble to view
original art, buy a new dress or pair
of Jeans, pick up a new plant arranpge-
ment, have your hair cut, select a new
leather coat or jacket, perhaps a
medallion - all to your order - talke in
some lunch, without ever: leaving the
building. '

Belng now in an old neighborhood
18 never easy. Allentown is a very
special place., Tt has gquisetly (too
quietly, in the opinion of many)
egtablished itself as the gathering place
for the finest artisans, craltsmen,
artists, antique dealers, regstauwrants,
etec., outside of MNew York City. Un~ .
Tortunately, the Art Show 1tself does
not allow for a full display of all the
talent in the area. A1l this talent has
been watching the ALLENTOWN WORLD CENPER
gather steam, begin its construction and
take shape, There could be no more
critical audience than the Jlocals who

cherish the "small shop" atmosvhere of
Allentown. o :

JIm Biges had to have two things
going for him at the outset: a strong be-
lief in Allentown and a feeling for the
Allentown experience, It begins to look
as though he had them, He sftarted out
well =~ picking out a landmark location .
that would suit his purpose, keeping the
bagic flavor of the building, bringfnp:ﬁn
businesses that would not detract from orp
over-commercialize the area, More- than
that, he has not hesitated to voice hig
bellef in the future of Allentown. MNow,

that®s really good listening tc a larpge

number of peaple who have
always been aware of the
good living to be had there.
Too often, Allentown devotees
have had to 1listen to un-
truths that have become
almost legend about the area.
The faect is, there Is less
crime in Allentown than
nearly anywhere else In the
Buffalo area. Allentown is
bursting at the seams with :
highly respectable businesses,
A new element has begun to make
1taelf at home there - the
legal profession. More and
more lawyers are beginning to
open thelr offices in the
lovely, stately homes that
abound in the picturesgue
streetg, S '

Now, thatls all very good
and Allentown can use it.
But Jim Biggs has really pote
ten to the heart of what
Allentown is all about. He's
potten together people who
have made an art of their
business, who take great prilde
in every -article put up for
sale, artists who handcerafi
much of the merchandise
available., There is a great
"hometown" feeling in the air
at the Center, You won't find
a national franchise anywhere,
No ‘machine stamped furniture
or Jewelry. Even the leather
suilt you decide on will wmost
likely be wmade to your order -
with artistic. ablility and love,
. The people who will zell
to you within the Center have

~have been walting a long tinme

for s place like thig -~ some-~
where unhurried - almost a
return to a long-—gone era -
whan people took time and
effort to know their custowmers
and to produce to custom,
Even the splitlead philodendrum
you select can be chosen after,
1f you go desire, a long
vhilosophical discussion of
the varying personalities of
plantas and the best type of
plant for you, - :

- OFf course, if you're.
really addicetod to the hit and
run type of shopping, no one
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wilﬁfstop you, Theytll just feel
that’ youlre missing & great deal,
But, even do, you won't have
misSFd the prime ingredient of the
Centipr = QUALTTY. Shops no Jonger
display guaint signs saying “By '
Order %o His Majesty, King "e
if they did, this would be Thé
place, and they would vead "By
Ordex to You',

" PHATYS OUR MAX!

: The Buffalo Council on ¥World
Affairat Qubstanding World Citizen
of the Year for 1974; recipient of
D 'Youville College's "Commumlty
S@rvace" Award for 197l...Max B.
e cﬁarkson, ¢itlzen of the YWorld;
Chatyman of the Board, Graphic
Cont?ols Corporstion; Chairman of
the mayor's Gitizens!'! Advisory
Committes on Community Improvement;
Allentowner. That's our Maxl

;Born in Scotland and educated
in Bogland and Canada, Max earned
his B.AL end M.A, deprees at the
Univiprsity of Toronto. ILuckily
for M8, he kept moving = on to
Buffalo and into Allentown,

‘Max and his charming wife

_Madegina were residents of Arlington
Parkiifor fifteen years before moving

to Sumner Street.

In 1960, Max Glarkson,
Olive Uill*ams {the 'First
Iady of Allentown' and life
long vesident eof Trving Place),
along with other drea residents,
including Marcella Berean; re-
vived an organizatuon founded
in 1938 by Wdwin J. Welss, and
known as. the North Street Gome
munity Assoclation,

The purpose of this revived
crpanﬂyation was the fpreseyva-
tion and restoration of our dis=-
tinctive areat,

Tn 1962, Max suceceaded
Olive Jilljmns ag president of
the agsociation and N.3.C.A.
boeame incorporated as the
Allentown Associlatlon,

After serving -as President
of the Allentown Associaticn
for several terms, Max was
elected Chairman of the Board,
In 1970, Chajirman Max led a
group of aresa residents through
the hsareulean task of establish-
ing our Allentown Community
Center, Residents, [(riends of
Allentown and area Foundations
contributed over $200,000,.00,
Through a series of tewporary
storefront t'centers' and
degpite discouraging set-backs,
vicisasitudes=-Max's atrong
optimistic leadershlip has made
todayts Community Center at
111 Elmwood Avenue a reality.

The Center under the
capable direction of Ron Mailer,
our Executive Director since
last Septewber, has recently be-
come an agency of the United
Yay of Buffalo & Bbrie County.
Max, as Chajirman of the Board,
continues to give generously
of his time and talents toward
the on=going growth of this
unique Community Cenber in the
heart of Allentown.

Our heartiest congratulations
to Chalrman Max on his recent
worldly citations-and our
sincere thanks for his un-
diminished devotion to Allen-
town.
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